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You have been chosen to take part in an 
important internat ional educat ion study. This 
study is called the Programme f or I nternat ional 
Student Assessment , PI SA f or short . I t s goal is 
to f ind out what students your age all around the 
world know about reading, mat hemat ics and 
science. There are about <number of > students 
represent ing <count ry>. Around the world there 
are about 200, 000 students involved, f rom more 
than 7000 schools in 40 count ries. 

The results of the study will help count ries 
determine what students are learning. Because 
the study may af f ect students all over the world 
in the f uture, we ask that you do the very best 
that you can.
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Please st op. 
Now t ur n t o t he last page or so 

in your booklet , wher e t her e is a 
quest ion about calculat or use and a 
quest ion about ef f or t . Please answer 
t hese now, and t hen close your 
booklet . 
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How much ef f ort did you 
invest ?

 

Source:  Baumert and Demmrich 2001



 
Please try to imagine an actual situation (at school or in some other context) that is highly important to 
you personally, so that you would try your very best and put in as much effort as you could to do well.
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How much effort would 
you have invested if your 
marks from the test were 
going to be counted in 
your school marks?

Compared to the situation 
you have just imagined, 
how much effort did you 
put into doing this test?

In this situation you 
would mark the highest 
value on the effort 
thermometer, as shown 
below:
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Relat ive Ef f ort = School mark ef f ort PI SA ef f ort

PI SA I dealists: negat ive relat ive ef f ort

PI SA Supporters: zero relat ive ef f ort

PI SA Realists: posit ive relat ive ef f ort

PI SA Cynics: ext reme relat ive ef f ort
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2.141.742000

GermanyAustralia

Note: higher scores mean lower effort

Significant 
decline in effort

Significant 
increase in effort



1

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

2.2

2.4

Australia 2000 Germany
2000

Australia 2003 Germany
2003

Female
Male

Note: higher scores mean lower effort



2003

idealists

supporters

diligent realists

realists
cynics

Relative effort

2000

P
la

u
si

b
le

 v
al

u
e 

in
 R

ea
d

in
g

idealists

supporters

diligent realists

realists
cynics



idealists

supporters

diligent realists

realists

cynics

2003

Relative effort

2000

P
la

u
si

b
le

 v
al

u
e 

in
 R

ea
d

in
g

idealists

supporters

diligent realists

realists

cynics



13

Relative effort by 
gender for reading
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