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Instructions to students

You have been chosen to take part in an
Important international education study. This
study is called the Programme for I nternational
Student Assessment, ‘Pl SA' for short. Its goal is
to find out what students your age all around the
wor ld know about reading, mathematics and
science. There are about <number of > students
representing <country>. Around the world there
are about 200,000 students involved, from more
than 7000 schools in 40 countries.

The results of the study will help countries
determine what students are learning. Because
the study may affect students all over the world
®eq in the future, we ask that you do the very best
meewnd NAL YOU can. 2
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Instructions to students at the
end of the cognitive session

Please st op.
Now turntothe last page or so

In your booklet, where there is a
guestion about calculator use and a
guestion about effort. Please answer
t hese now, and t hen close your
booklet .

THE UNIVERSITY OF

MELBOURNE




The Effort Thermometer

How much effort did you
Invest ?

Source: Baumert and Demmrich 2001
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Pleasetry to imagine an actual situation (at school or in some other context) that is highly important to
you personally, so that you would try your very best and put in as much effort as you could to do well.

In this situation you Compared to the situation How much effort would
would mark the highest you have just imagined, you have invested if your
value on the “effort how much effort did you marks from the test were
thermometer," as shown put into doing this test? going to be counted in
below: your school marks?
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Sample size

Australia | Germany | no of
students
2000 5092 4444 9536
2003 11667 4245 15912
total 16759 8689 25448
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The relative effort variable

Relative Effort = School mark effort - Pl SA effort

Pl SA | dealists: negative relative effort

Pl SA Supporters: zero relative effort
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Pl SA Realists: positive relative effort

Pl SA Cynics: extreme relative effort
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Percentage of students expending
optimum effort
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Means for Relative Effort

Australia Germany
2000 1.74 2.14
2003 [ R WA - I J

Note: higher scores mean lower effort
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Means for Relative Effort by gender
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o Relative effort by
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Plausible value in reading
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