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Introduction

11

Project Brief

The AQF Advisory Board (AQFAB) commissioned a consortium of Andrea Bateman
(Bateman & Giles Pty Ltd), Dr Shelley Gillis (University of Melbourne), Peter Noonan
(Peter Noonan Consulting Pty Ltd) and Michael Taylor (Michael Taylor Consulting
Pty Ltd) to review the AQF guidelines for Certificate I - IV, Diploma and Advanced
Diploma to ensure:

1. Their current and foreseeable future reliance and applicability to the VET
sector, including what improvements can be made to entry and progression
pathways, with considerations to include:

e  Whether the qualifications are sufficiently distinct;
e Whether any should be broadened or narrowed;
e  Whether there is a need to reduce or expand the range of levels;

e The practicality of any changes, including their impact on existing
arrangements relating to traineeships and apprenticeships and current
initiatives for entry level qualifications;

e Their usefulness:
0 toindustry;

0 in meeting the future skill and knowledge needs of the Australian
workforce;

0 to qualifications developers;

0 to Registered Training Organisations;

0 to State and Territory Registering and Course Accrediting Bodies; and

0 inall fields of study including VET; and

2. In respect of the dual sector Diploma and Advanced Diploma, their current
and foreseeable future relevance as higher education qualifications.

A Working Group formed by the AQFAB was established to provide strategic
guidance and monitoring of the processes and outcomes of the study. The Working
Party membership included Malcolm Goff (NTQC), Chris Robinson (Chair, NTQC),
Arthur Townsend (DEST), Jan Keightley (ACACA), John Mullarvey (AVCC) and Judy
Forsyth (AQFAB).
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